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Discussion of Philippians 2:12-30
The general primary principle for this passage is that of spiritual purity and self-sacrifice. This is because Philip is passing on a message to us that we should shine as lights in the world. He reminds us that the world we are living in is a world filled with corrupt and sinful people. In order to remain innocent and pure as God’s perfect children in this sinful world, Philip uses this passage to encourage us to always be ready and willing to do everything without complaining or arguing. By doing this, we shall be spiritually pure and shine in the world like the stars lighting up the sky as we offer others the good message of life.
One area of application of the principle of spiritual purity and self-sacrifice in the contemporary world is corruption. The world we are living in today is full of people who perpetrate corruption in virtually everything they do. However, some kinds of corruption like bribery involve two or more people collaborating to perpetrate. Corruption has become so pervaded in our lives that nearly every one of us is an agent of corruption. By adhering to Philip’s message in this passage, we need to distant ourselves from corrupt activities and condemn acts of corruption not only in words, but through our deeds as well. By doing this, we shall stand out as good examples to the rest of the world and send to others the message of life. It is this kind of spiritual purity that will set as aside from the corrupt majority and enable us to show others the right way to God’s Kingdom.
Another area in which the principle of spiritual purity and self-sacrifice applies in our daily lives is how we live with our neighbors. Majority of us are very egocentric in the sense that we are only concerned with our own affairs and do not care about the affairs of our neighbors. A perfect example is that there are many financially stable people with a lot of money in their banks today. Majority of such people have decent jobs and earn handsome salaries. These people are only concerned with how they can grow their wealth and have a better life after retirement. Within the neighborhood of such people, there are many students who have dropped out of school because of lack of fees but they cannot help them pay their fees. In fact, most of them claim that education is a child’s right that is the responsibility of the child’s parents. Philip uses this passage to tell his subjects that he is ready to have his blood sacrificed for the sake of his subjects’ faith because his people’s subjects’ happiness is his happiness. This is an encouragement for us to be concerned not only with our own affairs, but sacrifice what we can for the sake of the wellbeing of other people.  
